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T
he anticipation
of spring isn’t
just about wait-
ing for tender
daffodils or
narcissus to bolt

from the ground, it’s also
about embracing what’s new
in home décor stores.

Manufacturers are sending
out lookbooks filled with new
plumbing fixtures, furniture
and accessories — even a little
robot that will clean your
windows for you. Here are
some of our favorite new
things on the market.

Laura Ashley home décor
Laura Ashley is seizing the

day when it comes to blue
home décor. Pantone’s decla-
ration that “Classic Blue” will
be its 2020 Color of the Year
fits nicely with many of Laura
Ashley’s new products and
patterns, including the on-
trend Parterre floral pattern.
It includes the Caswell Em-
broidered Seaspray cushion
($78), Parterre Printed Velvet
Seaspray cushion ($68), Par-
terre Storage Boxes in Seas-
pray ($68) and Parterre Dark
Seaspray fabric ($54 per yard)
and wallpaper ($60 per roll).

Big Chill Mini Fridge
It’s time to amp up the

style in your she shed or man

cave. Big Chill, the maker of
super-cool vintage kitchen
appliances, has just released
the newest piece in its Retro
Collection, a mini fridge that
comes in seven standard
colors and six more premium
colors, as well as more than
200 custom options. Starts at
$1,595; bigchill.com

Elements metal vase
JCPenney has added some

fresh new styles to its online
offerings, including this 24-
inch metal vase, embossed
with a white lace finish. $74;
jcpenney.com

&Tradition’s Mayor sofa
&Tradition designers Arne

Jacobsen and Flemming Las-
sen originally created the
Mayor sofa in 1939 when they
won a competition to design a
new town hall, library and
theater in Sollerod, a suburb
of Copenhagen, Denmark.
This two-seat sofa was meant
to be in a waiting area where
couples would sit before
getting married. It’s still hand-
built by craftsmen using a
solid walnut frame and a
variety of upholstery options
(shown here in Clay). $6,295;
amara.com

Winbot
The newest smart-home

innovation from Ecovacs
takes the work out of cleaning
your windows. Its Winbot 880
window cleaning robot uses
technology that enables it to
choose the best cleaning path
and then travel across the
glass, returning to where it
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Spring brings fresh décor ideas

Laura Ashley

Laura Ashley’s Parterre Dark Seaspray fabric and wallpaper

Aerin

Aerin’s spring collection includes
the Mirabelle cachepot.

Big Chill

Big Chill Mini Fridge comes in
seven standard colors.

Rune Buch Andersen

The two-seat Mayor sofa features a solid walnut frame and a
variety of upholstery options (shown here in Clay).

New offerings
put color, style
at the forefront

By Diane Cowen
STAFF WRITER

Design continues on D6

Lofty, dense and serious,
Lawrence Wright’s “Camp Da-
vid” is a historical drama
through and through.

This production — at the Alley
Theatre through March 15 —
begins with the stage opened up
like a boxing ring. The audience
is invited to read about the four
military conflicts that led to
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem

Begin and Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat’s decision to at-
tempt peace talks in 1978 at a
presidential country retreat in
Maryland called Camp David,
with president Jimmy Carter as
negotiator.

Both the informational plac-
ards and the stage — designed as
a map of the Middle East — set
the tone for the rest of the eve-
ning. Watching the one-act
“Camp David,” after all, often
feels like learning. The charac-

ters speak in either lofty ide-
alism or unadorned exposition,
mentioning biographical and
historical facts that the parties
present would have already
known. Narration by Rosalynn
Carter (a lively Rebecca Brooksh-
er) tells us how to feel about
these events and explains to us
the importance of what occurred
during nearly two weeks of
grueling negotiations.

Certain moments loosen up
Lynn Lane

Elijah Alexander, from left, Stephen Thorne and Jordan Lage
star in “Camp David.”

THEATER REVIEW

Alley Theatre’s ‘Camp David’
proves to be a learning experience
By Wei-Huan Chen
STAFF WRITER

Theater continues on D2

MUSIC: Sculpture honors Houston icon Norma Zenteno. PAGE D2

FILM: ‘Call of the Wild’ tries to make digital star a good dog. PAGE D6
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